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STANDING RESPONSIBILITIES FOR THE BODY OF CHRIST
John 17: 14-24(KJV)
14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated them, because
they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 15 I pray not
that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest
keep them from the evil. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not
of the world. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As
thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the
world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be
sanctified through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for
them also which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all
may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may
be one in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And
the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be
one, even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me
before the foundation of the world.
John 14: 12-15(KJV)
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I
do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I
go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that
will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye shall ask
any thing in my name, I will do it. 15 If ye love me, keep my
commandments.
Matthew 28: 16-20(KJV)
16 Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a mountain
where Jesus had appointed them. 17 And when they saw him, they
worshipped him: but some doubted. 18 And Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.
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Mark 16: 15-20(KJV)
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these signs
shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands
on the sick, and they shall recover.
19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up
into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God. 20 And they went forth,
and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming
the word with signs following. Amen.
Acts 1: 4-8(KJV)
4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they
should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 5 For John truly baptized
with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence. 6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7
And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the
seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall
be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
1 John 5: 9-10(KJV)
9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this
is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 10 He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the
record that God gave of his Son.
John 15: 10-12(KJV)
10 If you keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I
have kept my Father’s commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you.
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PURPOSE
Proverbs 20: 18(KJV)
18 Every purpose is established by counsel: and with good advice make
war.
When God sent His Son into the world, He was sent with a commission, He
was sent with a purpose. Jesus fulfilled the purpose for which He was sent
through preaching the Kingdom of God, proclaimed liberty to the captives,
demonstrating union with God, making disciples and wilfully giving His life to
fulfil the will of God. It was the Father’s agape love that sent Jesus and the
agape of the Father that Jesus demonstrated to the world.
The New Testament was established, making fellowship with God through
Jesus Christ a reality. In simplicity, the word of God declares the purpose of
Christianity through the life, death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As
a result of what Jesus has fulfilled, believers have now been filled with the
same purpose by the life of the resurrected Christ. This purpose is to continue
the work which Jesus began, by ceasing from our own works, to enter into His
rest, to walk as He walks. If the Body of Christ is to follow Christ, then we
must come to an understanding of the great commission we have been born
into and follow the example of the life of Christ.
If we as believers are to walk worthy of God, then we must imitate the
humility, consecration (surrender and submission) and obedience of the life of
Christ. Today, in the Church, there is much confusion concerning the
simplicities of the doctrines of Christ and the life He demonstrated for us to
follow. Many false teachings have been embraced due to a lack of
understanding and a total lack of biblical discipleship. Many have embraced a
form of godliness but deny the power of God. For many in the Church,
Christianity is defined by practices and terminologies and not the pure
example of the life and words of Jesus Christ (The Word of Life).
John 3: 16-17(KJV)
16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but
that the world through him might be saved.
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John 10: 10(KJV)
10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am
come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.
Malachi 1: 6(KJV)
6 A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then I be a
father, where is mine honour? and if I be a master, where is my fear?
saith the Lord of hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And
ye say, Wherein have we despised thy name.
Malachi 3: 1-3(KJV)
1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his
temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in:
behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts. 2 But who may abide the
day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is
like a refiner's fire, and like fullers 'soap: 3 And he shall sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge
them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in
righteousness.
Malachi 4: 5-6(KJV)
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the Lord: 6 And he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I
come and smite the earth with a curse.
John 1: 1-34(KJV)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 The same was in the beginning with God. 3 All things
were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was
made. 4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 5 And the light
shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 The same
came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through
him might believe. 8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness
of that Light. 9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that
cometh into the world.
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10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world
knew him not. 11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:13 Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God. 14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth.
15 John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I
spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for he was
before me. 16 And of his fulness have all we received, and grace for
grace. 17 For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by
Jesus Christ. 18 No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.
19 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, Who art thou? 20 And he confessed,
and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ. 21 And they asked
him, What then? Art thou Elias? And he saith, I am not. Art thou that
prophet? And he answered, No. 22 Then said they unto him, Who art
thou? that we may give an answer to them that sent us. What sayest
thou of thyself? 23 He said, I am the voice of one crying in the
wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as said the prophet
Esaias. 24 And they which were sent were of the Pharisees. 25 And
they asked him, and said unto him, Why baptizest thou then, if thou be
not that Christ, nor Elias, neither that prophet? 26 John answered them,
saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among you, whom
ye know not; 27 He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me,
whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 28 These things were
done in Bethabara beyond Jordan, where John was baptizing.
29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. 30 This is he
of whom I said, After me cometh a man which is preferred before me:
for he was before me. 31 And I knew him not: but that he should be
made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water. 32
And John bare record, saying, I saw the Spirit descending from heaven
like a dove, and it abode upon him.
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33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the
same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending,
and remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy
Ghost. 34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God.
Matthew 11: 1-15(KJV)
1 And it came to pass, when Jesus had made an end of commanding
his twelve disciples, he departed thence to teach and to preach in their
cities. 2 Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he
sent two of his disciples, 3 And said unto him, Art thou he that should
come, or do we look for another? 4 Jesus answered and said unto them,
Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: 5 The
blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and
the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them. 6 And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended
in me.
7 And as they departed, Jesus began to say unto the multitudes
concerning John, What went ye out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken with the wind? 8 But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed
in soft raiment? behold, they that wear soft clothing are in kings 'houses.
9 But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea, I say unto you, and
more than a prophet. 10 For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I
send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before
thee. 11 Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women
there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he
that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from
the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth
violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets and the
law prophesied until John. 14 And if ye will receive it, this is Elias, which
was for to come. 15 He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.
John 12: 23-33(KJV)
23 And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of
man should be glorified. 24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit. 25 He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. 26 If any
man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my
servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour.
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27 Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from
this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour. 28 Father, glorify thy
name. Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, I have both
glorified it, and will glorify it again. 29 The people therefore, that stood
by, and heard it, said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to
him. 30 Jesus answered and said, This voice came not because of me,
but for your sakes. 31 Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the
prince of this world be cast out. 32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth,
will draw all men unto me.
33 This he said, signifying what death he should die.
John 10: 14-18(KJV)
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of
mine. 15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I
lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father
love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No
man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I
received of my Father.
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VISION
Habakkuk 2: 2(KJV)
2 And the Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it
plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it.
The vision for the Body of Christ was proclaimed and demonstrated by the
Word becoming flesh. The responsibility of every believer in Christ Jesus is to
walk in the fulfilment of the great commission, by returning to the biblical
principles for discipleship and the foundational truths of the word of God,
through doing the same works of Jesus and greater, as workers together with
Him.
 To deny yourself, to take up your cross and follow Him.
 To cease from your own works and enter into His rest.
 To know the Father and the Son and to make Him known by bearing the
fruit of the Spirit.
 To proclaim the Gospel and to demonstrate the Kingship, Dominion and
Rule of the Kingdom of God, by the Word of life, through the fellowship
of Jesus Christ.
 To proclaim liberty to the captives by setting them free, as a worker
together with Him.
 To baptise those who believe, through obeying the truth of the gospel, in
the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.
 To make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make Disciples of Jesus Christ
by setting a Christ like example for others to follow Christ.
 To teach believers to observe all things Jesus both taught and
commanded believers to do. (Observe; to keep, to guard, to fulfil a
command).
 To disciple believers to grow up into Christ in all things, by laying down
your life to set a Christ like example for others to follow Christ.
Matthew 16: 13-20(KJV)
13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his
disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And
they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and
others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But
whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou
art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
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17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon
Barjona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my
Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it. 19 And I will give unto thee the keys of the
kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven. 20 Then charged he his disciples that they should tell
no man that he was Jesus the Christ.
Matthew 16: 24-26(KJV)
24 Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let
him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. 25 For
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life
for my sake shall find it. 26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?
Matthew 28: 18-20(KJV)
18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given
unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and teach all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end
of the world. Amen.
Mark 16: 15-20(KJV)
15 And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the
gospel to every creature. 16 He that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 17 And these signs
shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils;
they shall speak with new tongues; 18 They shall take up serpents; and
if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands
on the sick, and they shall recover. 19 So then after the Lord had
spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right
hand of God. 20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the
Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following.
Amen.
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Hebrews 4: 9-12(KJV)
9 There remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God. 10 For he that
is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God
did from his.
11 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after
the same example of unbelief. 12 For the word of God is quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
John 6: 28-29(KJV)
28 Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the
works of God? 29 Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work
of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.
Hebrews 12: 1-2(KJV)
1 Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before
us, 2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Ephesians 4: 11-16(KJV)
11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of
the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ: 13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fulness of Christ:
14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But speaking
the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual
working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto
the edifying of itself in love.
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AS WORKERS TOGETHER WITH HIM
The greatest example of teamwork we have as Christians is in being a worker
together with Christ. This example was first demonstrated through Jesus
being a worker together with the Father. Throughout the gospels we see
numerous times where Jesus describes and proclaims true fellowship with the
Father.
John 5: 17-21(KJV)
17 But Jesus answered them, My Father worketh hitherto, and I work.
18 Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill him, because he not only
had broken the sabbath, but said also that God was his Father, making
himself equal with God. 19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do nothing of himself, but
what he seeth the Father do: for what things soever he doeth, these
also doeth the Son likewise. 20 For the Father loveth the Son, and
sheweth him all things that himself doeth: and he will shew him greater
works than these, that ye may marvel. 21 For as the Father raiseth up
the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he
will.
John 5: 30-44(KJV)
30 I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my
judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the
Father which hath sent me. 31 If I bear witness of myself, my witness is
not true.
32 There is another that beareth witness of me; and I know that the
witness which he witnesseth of me is true. 33 Ye sent unto John, and he
bare witness unto the truth. 34 But I receive not testimony from man: but
these things I say, that ye might be saved. 32 There is another that
beareth witness of me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth
of me is true. 33 Ye sent unto John, and he bare witness unto the truth.
34 But I receive not testimony from man: but these things I say, that ye
might be saved. 35 He was a burning and a shining light: and ye were
willing for a season to rejoice in his light.
36 But I have greater witness than that of John: for the works which the
Father hath given me to finish, the same works that I do, bear witness of
me, that the Father hath sent me.
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37 And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness of
me. Ye have neither heard his voice at any time, nor seen his shape. 38
And ye have not his word abiding in you: for whom he hath sent, him ye
believe not.
39 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me. 40 And ye will not come to me, that ye
might have life. 41 I receive not honour from men. 42 But I know you,
that ye have not the love of God in you. 43 I am come in my Father's
name, and ye receive me not: if another shall come in his own name,
him ye will receive. 44 How can ye believe, which receive honour one of
another, and seek not the honour that cometh from God only?
John 7: 16-18(KJV)
16 Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that
sent me. 17 If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine,
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself. 18 He that speaketh
of himself seeketh his own glory: but he that seeketh his glory that sent
him, the same is true, and no unrighteousness is in him.
John 8: 12-59(KJV)
12 Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the
world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life. 13 The Pharisees therefore said unto him, Thou bearest
record of thyself; thy record is not true. 14 Jesus answered and said
unto them, Though I bear record of myself, yet my record is true: for I
know whence I came, and whither I go; but ye cannot tell whence I
come, and whither I go. 15 Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man. 16
And yet if I judge, my judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the
Father that sent me. 17-- It is also written in your law, that the testimony
of two men is true. 18 I am one that bear witness of myself, and the
Father that sent me beareth witness of me. 19 Then said they unto him,
Where is thy Father? Jesus answered, Ye neither know me, nor my
Father: if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also. 20
These words spake Jesus in the treasury, as he taught in the temple:
and no man laid hands on him; for his hour was not yet come. 21 Then
said Jesus again unto them, I go my way, and ye shall seek me, and
shall die in your sins: whither I go, ye cannot come. 22 Then said the
Jews, Will he kill himself? because he saith, Whither I go, ye cannot
come.
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23 And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye
are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 I said therefore unto you, that
ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall die in
your sins. 25 Then said they unto him, Who art thou? And Jesus saith
unto them, Even the same that I said unto you from the beginning. 26 I
have many things to say and to judge of you: but he that sent me is true;
and I speak to the world those things which I have heard of him. 27
They understood not that he spake to them of the Father. 28 Then said
Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye
know that I am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father
hath taught me, I speak these things. 29 And he that sent me is with me:
the Father hath not left me alone; for I do always those things that
please him. 30 As he spake these words, many believed on him. 31
Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in
my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free. 33 They answered him, We be
Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest
thou, Ye shall be made free? 34 Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35 And
the servant abideth not in the house for ever: but the Son abideth ever.
36 If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 37 I
know that ye are Abraham's seed; but ye seek to kill me, because my
word hath no place in you. 38 I speak that which I have seen with my
Father: and ye do that which ye have seen with your father. 39 They
answered and said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto
them, If ye were Abraham's children, ye would do the works of
Abraham. 40 But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the
truth, which I have heard of God: this did not Abraham. 41 Ye do the
deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not born of
fornication; we have one Father, even God. 42 Jesus said unto them, If
God were your Father, ye would love me: for I proceeded forth and
came from God; neither came I of myself, but he sent me. 43 Why do ye
not understand my speech? even because ye cannot hear my word. 44
Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own:
for he is a liar, and the father of it. 45 And because I tell you the truth, ye
believe me not. 46 Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say the
truth, why do ye not believe me? 47 He that is of God heareth God's
words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God.
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48 Then answered the Jews, and said unto him, Say we not well that
thou art a Samaritan, and hast a devil? 49 Jesus answered, I have not a
devil; but I honour my Father, and ye do dishonour me. 50 And I seek
not mine own glory: there is one that seeketh and judgeth. 51 Verily,
verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see
death. 52 Then said the Jews unto him, Now we know that thou hast a
devil. Abraham is dead, and the prophets; and thou sayest, If a man
keep my saying, he shall never taste of death. 53 Art thou greater than
our father Abraham, which is dead? and the prophets are dead: whom
makest thou thyself? 54 Jesus answered, If I honour myself, my honour
is nothing: it is my Father that honoureth me; of whom ye say, that he is
your God: 55 Yet ye have not known him; but I know him: and if I should
say, I know him not, I shall be a liar like unto you: but I know him, and
keep his saying. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: and he
saw it, and was glad. 57 Then said the Jews unto him, Thou art not yet
fifty years old, and hast thou seen Abraham? 58 Jesus said unto them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Before Abraham was, I am. 59 Then took
they up stones to cast at him: but Jesus hid himself, and went out of the
temple, going through the midst of them, and so passed by.
John 10: 14-18(KJV)
14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of
mine. 15 As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I
lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And other sheep I have, which are not
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd. 17 Therefore doth my Father
love me, because I lay down my life, that I might take it again. 18 No
man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I
received of my Father.
John 10: 24-38(KJV)
24 Then came the Jews round about him, and said unto him, How long
dost thou make us to doubt? If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 25
Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I
do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. 26 But ye believe not,
because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. 27 My sheep hear
my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: 28 And I give unto them
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of my hand.
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29 My Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; and no man is
able to pluck them out of my Father's hand. 30 I and my Father are one.
31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 32 Jesus
answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father;
for which of those works do ye stone me? 33 The Jews answered him,
saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and
because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 34 Jesus
answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 35 If he
called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture
cannot be broken; 36 Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified,
and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the
Son of God? 37 If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. 38
But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may
know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.
John 12: 35-50(KJV)
35 Then Jesus said unto them, Yet a little while is the light with you.
Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you: for he that
walketh in darkness knoweth not whither he goeth. 36 While ye have
light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light. These
things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.
37 But though he had done so many miracles before them, yet they
believed not on him: 38 That the saying of Esaias the prophet might be
fulfilled, which he spake, Lord, who hath believed our report? and to
whom hath the arm of the Lord been revealed? 39 Therefore they could
not believe, because that Esaias said again, 40 He hath blinded their
eyes, and hardened their heart; that they should not see with their eyes,
nor understand with their heart, and be converted, and I should heal
them. 41 These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of
him.
42 Nevertheless among the chief rulers also many believed on him; but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess him, lest they should be
put out of the synagogue: 43 For they loved the praise of men more
than the praise of God.
44 Jesus cried and said, He that believeth on me, believeth not on me,
but on him that sent me. 45 And he that seeth me seeth him that sent
me. 46 I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me
should not abide in darkness.
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47 And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I
came not to judge the world, but to save the world. 48 He that rejecteth
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 49 For I
have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a
commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak. 50 And I
know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.
John 13: 31-35(KJV)
31 Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, Now is the Son of
man glorified, and God is glorified in him. 32 If God be glorified in him,
God shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him.
33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and
as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to
you. 34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another;
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all
men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
John 14: 6-15(KJV)
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him. 8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it
sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you,
and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath
seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 10
Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the
words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that
dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 11 Believe me that I am in the
Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works
'sake. 12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he
do; because I go unto my Father. 13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my
name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If ye
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.
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John 15: 1-17(KJV)
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch
in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye
are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not
in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit;
so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I
loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my commandments, ye
shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments,
and abide in his love. 11 These things have I spoken unto you, that my
joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 12 This is my
commandment, That ye love one another, as I have loved you. 13
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his
friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you. 15
Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his
lord doeth: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard
of my Father I have made known unto you. 16 Ye have not chosen me,
but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring
forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask
of the Father in my name, he may give it you. 17 These things I
command you, that ye love one another.
2 Corinthians 5: 17-21(KJV)
17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new. 18 And all things
are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath
given to us the ministry of reconciliation; 19 To wit, that God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses
unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
20 Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to
God.
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21 For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.
2 Corinthians 6: 1(KJV)
1 We then, as workers together with him, beseech you also that ye
receive not the grace of God in vain.
Matthew 11: 25-30(KJV)
25 At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of
heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and
prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. 26 Even so, Father: for so
it seemed good in thy sight. 27 All things are delivered unto me of my
Father: and no man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither knoweth
any man the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will
reveal him.
28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 30 For my yoke
is easy, and my burden is light.
Philippians 2: 1-16(KJV)
1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy,
that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of
one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of
others.
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name: 10 That at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth,
and things under the earth; 11 And that every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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12 Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling. 13 For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
14 Do all things without murmurings and disputings: 15 That ye may be
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst
of a crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the
world; 16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of
Christ, that I have not run in vain, neither laboured in vain.
1John 1: 1-3(KJV)
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, of the Word of life; 2 (For the life was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3 That which
we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son Jesus Christ.
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FELLOWSHIP
We become disciples of Christ through entering into fellowship with God. The
Greek word for fellowship is koinónia (koy-nohn-ee’-ah) and is the very
heartbeat of Christianity. The word fellowship describes the reality of walking
in union with the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. When Jesus begins to
declare that He is the true vine and we are the branches, He is proclaiming
what fellowship with God should produces in a Christian’s life. How is it
possible to begin to fulfil the call of God to love one another if we don't first
recognise that our fellowship is with the Father and the Son, Jesus Christ?
Fellowship: g2842.
κοινωνία koinōnia; from 2844; partnership, i. e. (literally) participation,
or (social) intercourse, or (pecuniary) benefaction:— (to) communicate
(- ation), communion, (contri-) distribution, fellowship.
AV (20)- fellowship 12, communion 4, communication 1, distribution 1,
contribution 1, to communicate 1;
fellowship, association, community, communion, joint participation,
intercourse the share which one has in anything, participation
intercourse, fellowship, intimacy the right hand as a sign and pledge of
fellowship ( in fulfilling the apostolic office) a gift jointly contributed, a
collection, a contribution, as exhibiting an embodiment and proof of
fellowship.
John 15:1-17(KJV)
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch
in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye
are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. 6 If a man abide not
in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather
them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If ye abide in
me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be
done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit;
so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath loved me, so have I
loved you: continue ye in my love.
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10 If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I
have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These
things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that
your joy might be full.12 This is my commandment, That ye love one
another, as I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends. 14 Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you. 15 Henceforth I call you not servants; for
the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: but I have called you
friends; for all things that I have heard of my Father I have made known
unto you. 16 Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit
should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name,
he may give it you. 17 These things I command you, that ye love one
another.
The effectiveness of discipleship will ultimately be determined by the fruit that
is produced by those you serve. Purposeful fellowship, leads to strong
relationships that build the necessary platform for effective discipleship. The
first step in this process is developing a strong relationship with God. In the
book of Acts we begin to see the importance of fellowship and what it
produces. We must also note that this was not a group of Christians getting
together to just hangout. What we see is Jesus building His Church upon the
revelation that He is the Christ (upon this rock, I will build My Church).
Acts 1: 14(KJV)
14 These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with
the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.
Acts 2: 1(KJV)
1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one
accord in one place.
Acts 2: 41-47(KJV)
41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls. 42 And
they continued stedfastly in the apostles 'doctrine and fellowship, and in
breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul:
and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that
believed were together, and had all things common; 45 And sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them to all men, as every man had
need.
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46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness
and singleness of heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be
saved.
Five characteristics that are essential for biblical fellowship and discipleship:






Assembled together
Steadfast in the apostle’s doctrine
Fellowship
Breaking of bread
Prayer

1 Corinthians 1:9(KJV)
9 God is faithful, by whom ye were called unto the fellowship of his Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.
2 Corinthians 6:14(KJV)
14 Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?
2 Corinthians 13:14(KJV)
14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen.
1 John 1: 1-7(KJV)
1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands
have handled, of the Word of life; 2 (For the life was manifested, and we
have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life,
which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;) 3 That which
we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have
fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with
his Son Jesus Christ. 4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy
may be full. 5 This then is the message which we have heard of him,
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we
lie, and do not the truth:
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7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin.
Matthew 5: 14-16(KJV)
14 Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid.
15 Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
John 17: 17-26(KJV)
17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 18 As thou hast
sent me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world. 19
And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might be sanctified
through the truth. 20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also
which shall believe on me through their word; 21 That they all may be
one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one
in us: that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 22 And the
glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one,
even as we are one: 23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be
made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent
me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 24 Father, I will that
they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they
may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me
before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, the world hath
not known thee: but I have known thee, and these have known that thou
hast sent me. 26 And I have declared unto them thy name, and will
declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them.
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DISCIPLESHIP
Every believer needs to understand what it means to be a disciple of Christ
and how to live as a disciple of Christ. Discipleship is relational, it is life on life
transformation. This journey begins with the commitment and submission of
your life to Christ Jesus as Lord. You cannot disciple a person “to Christ”. You
can only disciple a person “In Christ”. Meaning someone who is “Born Again”.
Most importantly we must follow Jesus’ example, His word, His nature, His
character, His manner of life, His love.
Mark 8: 34-37 (KJV)
34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also,
he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the
gospel's, the same shall save it. 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?
True biblical discipleship flows out of healthy relationships. Without
relationship we are unable to effectively encourage and support other
Christians. Paul's command to Timothy in his second letter, was to seek out
faithful men and to teach them what he, himself, was taught. We gain great
insight from this as we see that this charge was not just for the appointment of
leadership, but to recognise the fruit already being produced in others and
comes with the responsibility for discipleship through biblical relationship.
2 Timothy 2: 1-7(KJV)
1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this
life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 5 And
if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive
lawfully. 6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the
fruits. 7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all
things.
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In order for true growth and maturity as disciples, we need to be in authority
and under authority. “In authority”- that we as believers are taking
responsibility to set a Christ like example for others as a function of sonship.
In an act of laying our lives down for the sake of the Body of Christ. “Under
authority”- that we are submitting ourselves to God and one to another as a
function of sonship for guidance and accountability.
Our goal as Christians and fulfilment of the “Great Commission” is to preach
the Gospel, proclaiming liberty to the captives and make disciples. We need
to understand that the primary purpose of discipleship is to inspire others to
follow Christ as we follow Christ. You are not really making disciples of Christ,
until the one you are seeing Christ formed in, is seeing Christ formed in
others. This was the command Jesus gave and it is how we are to walk in
relationship as the Body of Christ to reach the world around us, starting with
our families, our neighbours, our communities, our cities and our nations, as
we go.
Discipleship is simply following Jesus. Jesus gave us the example to follow
and demonstrated with His life how to inspire and pour into others.
Discipleship cannot just be a transfer of information. It has to be a transfer of
life. You have to inspire and pour into the right people and we clearly see this
in the way Jesus ministered to the multitudes, poured His life into the twelve
and then had even closer relationship with Peter, James and John.
If we examine the way Jesus compelled those around Him with the example
of His life, we first need to understand that Jesus came to “Do the Father’s will
and not His own”. Discipleship is a core part of God’s plan for the Body of
Christ. When we follow the example of Jesus’ life we clearly see that Jesus
understood what it meant to be a Son of the Father’s household (The
Kingdom of God), but became a vessel for the Father to pour Himself through.
Jesus demonstrated to the world who the Father is in all fullness. Jesus
stated, “If you have seen Me, you have seen the Father”, declaring the reality
of what it truly means to be one with God. As disciples of Jesus Christ, our
responsibility is to walk as He walks, in perfect union with the Father. The call
to sonship is the call to fellowship with the Father, it is the call to become a
vessel for Him to pour Himself through to the world.
Jesus demonstrated three simple functions as He set the example for biblical
discipleship:
To See the Father (The Way of the Father). To Know the Father (The Truth of
The Father). To Do as He Does (The Life of The Father).
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 See (Relationship)-(Follow Me)
 Know (Teaching)-(And I Will Make You)
 Do (Training)-(Fishes Of Men)
John 14: 6-7(KJV)
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him.
BLUE PRINT FOR BIBLICAL DISCIPLESHIP
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RELATIONSHIP (SEE)
Matthew 4: 19(KJV)
19 And he saith unto them, Follow me, and I will make you fishers of
men.
The first disciple’s journey started with responding to Jesus’ call, “Follow Me,
and I will make you fishers of men”. Jesus stated His intent to see the life He
Himself demonstrated formed in others. Jesus demonstrated to the disciples
the Father’s nature, character and life. As you follow this example today, you
need to imitate the same level of intent towards those who are committed to
follow as disciples of Christ. As a believer you are demonstrating by your
manner of life, the example that others are to follow. The believers you are
inspiring will “SEE” the way you live and follow the example you set.
Matthew 10: 38(KJV)
38 And he that taketh not his cross, and followeth after me, is not worthy
of me.
Mark 8: 34-35(KJV)
34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also,
he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will save his life
shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the
gospel's, the same shall save it.
Luke 9: 23(KJV)
23 And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me.
Luke 14: 26-30(KJV)
26 If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and
wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also,
he cannot be my disciple. 27 And whosoever doth not bear his cross,
and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you,
intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost,
whether he have sufficient to finish it? 29 Lest haply, after he hath laid
the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock
him, 30 Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish.
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You are not trying to manage people, you are inspiring them by the way you
follow Jesus Christ. The focus of our fellowship must be with the Father and
with the Son, Jesus Christ. The relationships you are building with other
Christians should produce: faithfulness, reliability, trust, understanding,
honour, integrity and ultimately love through the nature and character of God.
John 14: 6-7(KJV)
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him.
Philippians 3: 15-17(KJV)
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in
any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us mind the same thing.
17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so
as ye have us for an ensample.
1 Thessalonians 1: 6-10(KJV)
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 7 So that ye were
ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For from you
sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but
also in every place your faith to God- ward is spread abroad; so that we
need not to speak any thing. 9 For they themselves shew of us what
manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God; 10 And to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us
from the wrath to come.
1 Thessalonians 2: 4-13(KJV)
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even
so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 5
For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a
cloke of covetousness; God is witness: 6 Nor of men sought we glory,
neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been
burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among
you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:
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8 So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have
imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls,
because ye were dear unto us. 9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour
and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.
10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and
unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe: 11 As ye
know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as
a father doth his children, 12 That ye would walk worthy of God, who
hath called you unto his kingdom and glory. 13 For this cause also thank
we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the word of God
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is
in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that
believe.
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TEACHING (KNOW)
1 Peter 2: 1-2(KJV)
1 Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speakings, 2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere
milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:
Sincere: g0097.
ἄδολος adolos; from 1 ( as a negative particle }; and 1388; undeceitful,
i. e. ( figuratively) unadulterated: — sincere.
AV ( 1)- sincere 1;
guileless in things: unmixed, unadulterated, pure in persons: without
dishonest intent, guileless
Teaching is an essential function of Christianity. Jesus taught His disciples in
ways they could understand. Jesus understood that the twelve disciples would
not be able to understand any depth of spiritual wisdom until they were born
again and had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit. As Christians it is the
Holy Spirit who is our teacher and He is constantly bearing witness of the
Father in us and through us.
Throughout the New Testament we constantly see an emphasis placed on the
importance of doctrinal purity. This is the responsibility of every believer not
just those who stand in a position of influence. Currently, in the Body of Christ,
there is much confusion surrounding even the simplest understandings in
doctrine. This is largely the result of a lack of understanding of the word of
God and error in the teaching we may be submitting to. The Holy Spirit is the
true source of spiritual wisdom and understanding.
Most Christians apply a form of diligence in that they will attend a church
service or meeting, or listen to teaching to hear the word. But very few
actually prove what they are hearing. This causes many Christians to not only
believe error, but to also teach others what they have heard without diligent
investigation or study to prove that what is being taught is unmixed,
unadulterated and pure biblical doctrine.
Acts 2: 42 (KJV)
42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles 'doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
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Romans 16:17-18(KJV)
17 Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
them. 18 For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts
of the simple.
1Timothy 1: 3(KJV)
3 As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus, when I went into
Macedonia, that thou mightest charge some that they teach no other
doctrine,
1 Timothy 4: 6(KJV)
6 If thou put the brethren in remembrance of these things, thou shalt be
a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished up in the words of faith and
of good doctrine, whereunto thou hast attained.
1 Timothy 4: 13-16(KJV)
13 Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy,
with the laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 15 Meditate upon
these things; give thyself wholly to them; that thy profiting may appear to
all. 16 Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them:
for in doing this thou shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee.
2 Timothy 2: 14-16(KJV)
14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the
Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of
the hearers. 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16 But
shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more
ungodliness.
2 Timothy 3: 10-11(KJV)
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came
unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured:
but out of them all the Lord delivered me.
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2 Timothy 4: 2-4(KJV)
2 Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.
Titus 1: 9(KJV)
9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be
able by sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.
Titus 2: 7-8(KJV)
7 In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine
shewing uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, 8 Sound speech, that cannot
be condemned; that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed,
having no evil thing to say of you.
James 1: 5(KJV)
5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men
liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him
1 Corinthians 1: 30-31(KJV)
30 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: 31
That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.
Ephesians 4: 13-15 (KJV)
13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the
Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the
fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to
and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of
men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is
the head, even Christ:
John 14: 6-7(KJV)
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him.
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TRAINING (DO)
Matthew 9: 37-38 (KJV)
37 Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but
the labourers are few; 38 Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
he will send forth labourers into his harvest.
This simple statement, “The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are
few”, has forever taken the focus off the labourer and placed it directly on the
harvest. Up until this moment, the disciples had walked with Jesus, seen His
manner of life, heard His doctrine and gained understanding. Now, Jesus was
about to prove the commitment of their relationship by sending them to do
what He Himself had demonstrated to them.
Matthew 10: 5-8 (KJV)
5 These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not
into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter ye
not: 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 7 And as ye
go, preach, saying, The kingdom of heaven is at hand. 8 Heal the sick,
cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.
As a disciple of Christ, this function is probably the most important for true
growth and maturity. Jesus trained the disciples for this moment by setting the
example with His manner of life, and taught them Kingdom principles to give
them understanding. Now they had to walk this out for themselves. This is
exactly the process you must follow. This is why training is vitally important
and you must take responsibility to demonstrate Christ likeness at every
opportunity, as you go.
Philippians 4: 8-9 (KJV)
8 Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are
honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if
there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. 9
Those things, which ye have both learned, and received, and heard, and
seen in me, do: and the God of peace shall be with you.
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2 Thessalonians 3: 3-4 (KJV)
3 But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.
4 And we have confidence in the Lord touching you, that ye both do and
will do the things which we command you.
1 John 2: 3-6(KJV)
3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his
commandments. 4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoso
keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby
know we that we are in him. 6 He that saith he abideth in him ought
himself also so to walk, even as he walked.
James 1: 17-25(KJV)
17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning. 18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth,
that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.
19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow
to speak, slow to wrath: 20 For the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God.
21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and
receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls.
22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your
own selves. 23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is
like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass: 24 For he
beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what
manner of man he was. 25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of
liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a
doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.
John 14: 6-7(KJV)
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me. 7 If ye had known me, ye should
have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and
have seen him.
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SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND MATURITY
The process of maturing in Christ is the direct result of our response to the
Holy Spirit who is causing us to become love (agape). An essential
component of discipleship is having a clear understanding of the different
stages of spiritual maturity. Each stage of maturity requires a different level of
discipleship. There are four stages of spiritual growth or maturity described in
the bible. Babes, Children, Young Men and Fathers, as stated in the King
James Version. It is important to understand the different characteristics of
these stages of spiritual maturity in order for effective discipleship. While it is
important to understand the different stages of maturity, you must not fall into
the trap of comparing stages of maturity. These types of comparisons are a
sure sign of immaturity.
 Babe in Christ: is a new believer, but can also be a believer that has
never grown past the infant stage.
 Child in Christ: is a believer that is described as carnally or naturally
minded, sense ruled, self-focussed and self-confident.
 Young Adult in Christ: is a believer that is beginning to take
responsibility for the gospel to lay down their life to serve others,
growing in the nature and character of Christ, making disciples and is
overcoming the devil.
 Parent in Christ: is a believer that is actively fulfilling the great
commission and is demonstrating the true nature and character of God
as they live as an example for others to follow.

GROWING UP INTO CHRIST

LOST

BABE IN CHRIST

CHILD IN CHRIST

YOUNG ADULT
IN CHRIST
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Babe in Christ
A Babe in Christ, can be characterised by ignorance in language, behaviour
and may understand very little about the bible and bible doctrine. They may
also have a mixture of different understanding given their cultural background
and life experience, that can cause confusion and even conflict in coming to
term with their new life in Christ. A Babe in Christ, is vulnerable to deception
and is dependent on biblical discipleship for growth and maturity.
Hebrews 5: 8-14(KJV)
8 Though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which
he suffered; 9 And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal
salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 Called of God an high priest
after the order of Melchisedec. 11 Of whom we have many things to
say, and hard to be uttered, seeing ye are dull of hearing.
12 For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one
teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and
are become such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat. 13 For
every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he
is a babe. 14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age,
even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern
both good and evil.
1 Peter 2: 2-3 (KJV)
2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may
grow thereby: 3 If so be ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.
1 Corinthians 1: 10-13(KJV)
10 Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the
same judgment. 11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my
brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now this I say, that every one of you saith, I
am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of Cephas; and I of Christ. 13 Is
Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the
name of Paul?
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1 Corinthians 3: 1-4(KJV)
1 And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but as unto
carnal, even as unto babes in Christ. 2 I have fed you with milk, and not
with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now are ye
able. 3 For ye are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you envying,
and strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men?
A spiritual babe needs care and guidance through personal attention in
discipleship. Developing a strong relationship with a babe in Christ will result
in greater opportunity for modelling sound doctrine and a pure example of
Christ likeness. Through the example you set, a babe in Christ will begin to
develop godly habits as they put off the old man and put on the new. A great
example of this is written by the apostle Paul concerning the church in
Thessalonica.
1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10(KJV)
1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the
Thessalonians which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord
Jesus Christ. 2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making
mention of you in our prayers; 3 Remembering without ceasing your
work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 4 Knowing, brethren beloved,
your election of God. 5 For our gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye
know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.
6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost: 7 So that ye were
ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia. 8 For from you
sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but
also in every place your faith to God- ward is spread abroad; so that we
need not to speak any thing. 9 For they themselves shew of us what
manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from
idols to serve the living and true God; 10 And to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us
from the wrath to come.
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Child in Christ
A child in Christ, is a believer that lives by the natural un-renewed mind. They
are living by sight, governed by their senses. A child in Christ, is influenced by
what is seen or felt and given to logic and reasoning rather than Spiritual
wisdom or understanding. A child in Christ, will look to feelings and works to
determine his or her value and standing with God. This will be evident in the
way they communicate and behave. A child in Christ, can be self-focussed or
even self-centred and will often demonstrate self-confidence rather than
confidence in Christ.
1 Corinthians 13: 11 (KJV)
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
1 John 2: 12 (KJV)
12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for
his name's sake.
Children (Child): g5040.
τεκνίον teknion; diminutive of 5043; an infant, i. e. (plural figuratively)
darlings (Christian converts):— little children.
AV (9)- little children 9;
a little child in the NT used as a term of kindly address by teachers to
their disciples.
1 John 2: 13 (KJV)
13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the
beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the
wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the
Father.
John 13: 33-34 (KJV)
33 Little children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and
as I said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to
you. 34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another;
as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.
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Galatians 4: 18-20 (KJV)
18 But it is good to be zealously affected always in a good thing, and not
only when I am present with you. 19 My little children, of whom I travail
in birth again until Christ be formed in you, 20 I desire to be present with
you now, and to change my voice; for I stand in doubt of you.
1 John 2: 28-29 (KJV)
28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we
may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming. 29
If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth
righteousness is born of him.
1 John 3: 7-8 (KJV)
7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as he is righteous. 8 He that committeth sin is of the
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son
of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.
A child in Christ needs to be connected through personal discipleship and
also in an environment with other believers to help them begin to shift their
focus off themselves and onto the needs of others. A child in Christ needs to
be taught how to abide in Christ, abide in the word of God and abide in the
love of God. For this to take place a child in Christ needs a greater
understanding of their fellowship with the Father and with the Son. You also
need to teach a child in Christ how to develop their relationship with God and
with other believers. A focus needs to be placed on the continued
development of the nature and character of God as the fruit of their lives.
1 John 3: 16-20 (KJV)
16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life
for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But
whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of
God in him?
18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth. 19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before him. 20 For if our heart condemn us, God
is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.
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Young Adult in Christ
A young adult in Christ, is a believer that is making the necessary changes to
demonstrate the nature and character of Christ. They are taking responsibility
for the knowledge attained by the Spirit through the word as they continue to
renew their mind. They gain understanding and ultimately experience
transformation as they put that knowledge to practice. A young adult in Christ
is submitted to follow the example of Christ through discipleship and is taking
responsibility to set an example for others to follow Christ in them as they
walk as a disciple. Their confidence is in Christ and not themselves and as a
result their focus is towards God and others. They are continually looking for
opportunities to minister the gospel, make disciples, serve others and are
overcoming the works of the devil in their lives and the lives of others.
1 John 2; 12-14(KJV)
12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for
his name's sake. 13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known
him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye
have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because
ye have known the Father. 14 I have written unto you, fathers, because
ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you,
young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you,
and ye have overcome the wicked one.
Proverbs 4: 1-7(KJV)
1 Hear, ye children, the instruction of a father, and attend to know
understanding. 2 For I give you good doctrine, forsake ye not my law.
3 For I was my father's son, tender and only beloved in the sight of my
mother. 4 He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain
my words: keep my commandments, and live. 5 Get wisdom, get
understanding: forget it not; neither decline from the words of my
mouth. 6 Forsake her not, and she shall preserve thee: love her, and
she shall keep thee. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get
wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.
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Philippians 1: 27-30(KJV)
27 Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ:
that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your
affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for
the faith of the gospel; 28 And in nothing terrified by your adversaries:
which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of salvation,
and that of God. 29 For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not
only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake; 30 Having the
same conflict which ye saw in me, and now hear to be in me.
Philippians 2: 1-4(KJV)
1 If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if
any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2 Fulfil ye my joy,
that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of
one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. 4 Look
not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of
others.
Romans 12: 1-2(KJV)
1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which
is your reasonable service. 2 And be not conformed to this world: but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
Romans 12: 9-13(KJV)
9 Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to
that which is good. 10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; 11 Not slothful in
business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord; 12 Rejoicing in hope; patient
in tribulation; continuing instant in prayer; 13 Distributing to the
necessity of saints; given to hospitality.
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Philippians 3: 1-17(KJV)
1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to
you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. 3
For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice
in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 4 Though I might
also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath
whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5 Circumcised the eighth
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 6 Concerning zeal,
persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless.
7 But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea
doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of
all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 And be
found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law,
but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith: 10 That I may know him, and the power of his
resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made
conformable unto his death; 11 If by any means I might attain unto the
resurrection of the dead.
12 Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am
apprehended of Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, I count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 14 I
press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.
15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in
any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.
16 Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us mind the same thing.
17 Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so
as ye have us for an ensample.
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Ephesians 5:1-2(KJV)
1 Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; 2 And walk in love,
as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
Young adults in Christ, need to maintain healthy relationships through on
going discipleship for continued guidance, encouragement and accountability.
They need opportunity to serve both in the team environment and the larger
assembly. As a result, a young adult in Christ may require specific training to
further equip them to fulfil greater responsibilities towards the Body of Christ.
They also need to maintain a Christ like focus on the harvest and be provoked
to love and good works as they purpose to fulfil the great commission.
Hebrews 10: 19-25(KJV)
19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the
blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 And having an high
priest over the house of God; 22 Let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil
conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast
the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that
promised;) 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works: 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the
more, as ye see the day approaching.
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2 Timothy 2: 1-15(KJV)
1 Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.
2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others
also. 3 Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good soldier of Jesus
Christ. 4 No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs of this
life; that he may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier. 5 And
if a man also strive for masteries, yet is he not crowned, except he strive
lawfully. 6 The husbandman that laboureth must be first partaker of the
fruits. 7 Consider what I say; and the Lord give thee understanding in all
things.
8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the
dead according to my gospel: 9 Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer,
even unto bonds; but the word of God is not bound. 10 Therefore I
endure all things for the elect's sakes, that they may also obtain the
salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
11 It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live
with him: 12 If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he
also will deny us: 13 If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot
deny himself.
14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the
Lord that they strive not about words to no profit, but to the subverting
of the hearers. 15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.
Subverting: g2692.
καταστροφή katastrophē; from 2690; an overturn ("catastrophe"), i. e.
demolition; figuratively, apostasy:— overthrow, subverting.
AV (2)- subverting 1, overthrow 1;
overthrow, destruction of cities
metaph. of the extinction of a spirit of consecration
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Approved: g1384.
δόκιμος dokimos; from 1380; properly, acceptable (current after
assayal), i. e. approved:— approved, tried.
AV (7)- approved 6, tried 1;
accepted, particularly of coins and money. accepted, pleasing,
acceptableIn the ancient world there was no banking system as we know it today,
and no paper money. All money was made from metal, heated until
liquid, poured into moulds and allowed to cool. When the coins were
cooled, it was necessary to smooth off the uneven edges. The coins
were comparatively soft and of course many people shaved them
closely. In one century, more than eighty laws were passed in Athens, to
stop the practice of shaving down the coins then in circulation. But some
money changers were men of integrity, who would accept no counterfeit
money. They were men of honour who put only genuine full weighted
money into circulation. Such men were called " dokimos" or " approved".
Donald Barnhouse
Workman: g2040.
ἐργάτης ergatēs; from 2041; a toiler; figuratively, a teacher:— labourer,
worker (- men).
AV (16)- labourer 10, workman 3, worker 3;
a workman, a labourer usually one who works for hire esp. an
agricultural worker, one who does, a worker, perpetrator
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Parent in Christ
A parent in Christ, is a believer that is actively fulfilling the great commission.
They are growing in the knowledge and understanding of the wisdom of God
and demonstrating the nature and character of Christ as an example to
others. They are diligent with the call to make disciples of Christ and
reproduce the heart of the Father in others, by showing forth the Word of Life.
They are able to disciple believers at all stages of spiritual growth and
maturity. This becomes evident as other believers are inspired to grow in
Christ and take responsibility for the great commission: to preach the gospel
and make disciples. The process of discipleship is continually modelled and
reproduced in others. A parent in Christ is able to gain understanding by the
Spirit, but also understands to importance of accountability in submitting to
others. They are diligent to abide in Christ and are bearing the fruit of Christ.
John 8: 31-32(KJV)
31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye
continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32 And ye shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.
Continue: g3306.
μένω menō; a primary verb; to stay (in a given place, state, relation or
expectancy):— abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain,
stand, tarry (for), x thine own.
AV (120)- abide 61, remain 16, dwell 15, continue 11, tarry 9, endure 3,
misc 5; to remain, abide in reference to place to sojourn, tarry not to
depart to continue to be present to be held, kept, continually in
reference to time to continue to be, not to perish, to last, endure of
persons, to survive, live in reference to state or condition to remain as
one, not to become another or different to wait for, await one.
John 15: 1-13(KJV)
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch
in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit. 3 Now ye
are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4 Abide in
me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide
in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I am the vine, ye
are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth
forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
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6 If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered;
and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned.
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that
ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father's commandments, and abide in his love. 11 These things have I
spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy
might be full. 12 This is my commandment, That ye love one another, as
I have loved you. 13 Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay
down his life for his friends.
2 Timothy 3: 10-17(KJV)
10 But thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith,
longsuffering, charity, patience, 11 Persecutions, afflictions, which came
unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured:
but out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived. 14
But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been
assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15 And that from
a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 17
That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good
works.
2 Timothy 4: 1-8(KJV)
1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who
shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2
Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. 3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 And they shall turn
away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5 But
watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
make full proof of thy ministry.
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6 For I am now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at
hand. 7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have
kept the faith: 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
Galatians 4: 19(KJV)
19 My little children, of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be
formed in you,
1 Thessalonians 2: 1-20(KJV)
1 For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was
not in vain: 2 But even after that we had suffered before, and were
shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God
to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention. 3 For our
exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile:
4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even
so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts. 5
For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a
cloke of covetousness; God is witness: 6 Nor of men sought we glory,
neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been
burdensome, as the apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among
you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children: 8 So being affectionately
desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the
gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were dear unto
us. 9 For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring
night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we
preached unto you the gospel of God.
10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and
unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe: 11 As ye
know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as
a father doth his children, 12-- That ye would walk worthy of God, who
hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.
13 For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the
word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually
worketh also in you that believe. 14 For ye, brethren, became followers
of the churches of God which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also
have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have of
the Jews:
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15 Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have
persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men: 16
Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up
their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost.
17 But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence,
not in heart, endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with
great desire. 18 Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul,
once and again; but Satan hindered us. 19 For what is our hope, or joy,
or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus
Christ at his coming? 20 For ye are our glory and joy.
1 Thessalonians 3: 1-13(KJV)
1 Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it good to be
left at Athens alone; 2 And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of
God, and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and
to comfort you concerning your faith: 3 That no man should be moved
by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed
thereunto. 4 For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that
we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to pass, and ye know. 5 For
this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest
by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in
vain. 6 But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought
us good tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have good
remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see
you: 7 Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our
affliction and distress by your faith: 8 For now we live, if ye stand fast in
the Lord. 9 For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all
the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God; 10 Night and
day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect
that which is lacking in your faith?
11 Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct
our way unto you. 12 And the Lord make you to increase and abound in
love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward
you: 13 To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ
with all his saints.
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A parent in Christ needs to be connected to others who are parents in Christ
for encouragement, to stay the course and accountability. They also need to
understand that at times they may be required to walk alone in their
responsibilities as they set an example for others to follow. A parent in Christ
must continue to take up their cross daily and walk worthy of the call of God to
sonship and the responsibilities developing upon them in that position.
Ephesians 4: 1-3(KJV)
1 I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy
of the vocation wherewith ye are called, 2 With all lowliness and
meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3
Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
Colossians 1: 9-12(KJV)
9 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray
for you, and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his
will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10 That ye might walk
worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 Strengthened with all might,
according to his glorious power, unto all patience and longsuffering with
joyfulness; 12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light:
1 Peter 1: 13-23 (KJV)
13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the
end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of
Jesus Christ;
14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the
former lusts in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is
holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation; 16 Because it is
written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 17 And if ye call on the Father, who
without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass
the time of your sojourning here in fear:18 Forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; 19 But
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot: 20 Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of
the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,
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21 Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and
gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God.
22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another
with a pure heart fervently: 23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed,
but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for
ever.
Galatians 5: 22-26(KJV)
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the
affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit. 26 Let us not be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another,
envying one another.
Galatians 6: 1-5(KJV)
1 Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual,
restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest
thou also be tempted. 2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ. 3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is
nothing, he deceiveth himself. 4 But let every man prove his own work,
and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. 5
For every man shall bear his own burden.
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WALKING IN THE CHARACTER OF CHRIST
As Christians today, we must understand what it is to live in absolute
surrender and submission to God. Learning to forsake all things for the sake
of Christ and live in submission to our Heavenly Father, comes from the
example we see in the life of Jesus Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit,
constantly leading us to put to death the misdeeds of the flesh. When we
surrender all that we are to God to be born again, He places within us a
servant’s heart. This heart is a heart in perfect union with the heart of God.
If we are to walk in submission to Christ, then we are to rely on His ability and
not our own. In order to cease from our own works or efforts, we need to
demonstrate genuine humility, consecrate our hearts to God and simply
choose to obey Him. As Christians we are called to bear the fruit of the Spirit
and Jesus declared that the branch must abide in the vine in order to bear the
fruit of the vine. The bible declares that we as believers have already received
everything that pertains to the life of God and the nature and character of God
(Godliness). It is the responsibility of every believer to truly reckon ourselves
to be dead and buried with Christ and alive unto God through Jesus Christ.
Romans 6: 3-11(KJV)
3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we are buried with him by
baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by
the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
5 For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we
shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: 6 Knowing this, that our
old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not serve sin. 7 For he that is dead is freed
from sin. 8 Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with him: 9 Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no
more; death hath no more dominion over him. 10 For in that he died, he
died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. 11 Likewise
reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto
God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Servanthood
Jesus taught his disciples to aspire to serve rather than to “lord over”. Jesus
taught that the greatest among us were the most diligent servants.
Servanthood is clearly defined as an act of divine self-sacrificial love.
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Man cannot produce agape love in himself, only the one true God has agape
love in Himself. God is agape (love). This is why Jesus declared that we
would know those who are born again because agape love has become fruit
in their lives.
Mark 10:42-45(KJV)
42 But Jesus called them to him, and saith unto them, Ye know that they
which are accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over
them; and their great ones exercise authority upon them. 43 But so shall
it not be among you: but whosoever will be great among you, shall be
your minister: 44 And whosoever of you will be the chiefest, shall be
servant of all. 45 For even the Son of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
John 13: 3-17(KJV)
3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and
that he was come from God, and went to God; 4 He riseth from supper,
and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 5
After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the
disciples 'feet, and to wipe them with the towel wherewith he was girded.
6 Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost
thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said unto him, What I do
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto
him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee
not, thou hast no part with me. 9 Simon Peter saith unto him, Lord, not
my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 10 Jesus saith to him, He
that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but is clean every
whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should betray
him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean. 12 So after he had washed
their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said
unto them, Know ye what I have done to you? 13 Ye call me Master and
Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Master,
have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For
I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.
16 Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. 17 If ye know these
things, happy are ye if ye do them.
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1 John 4: 7-13(KJV)
7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love. 9 In this was manifested the love of
God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through him. 10 Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one
another.
12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we that
we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.
John 13: 34-35(KJV)
34 A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I
have loved you, that ye also love one another. 35 By this shall all men
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
Diligence
The fruitfulness of a believer’s life comes directly from the Spirit of God
dwelling in them as a source and their willingness to walk in the instructions
and commands of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is God that is at work in us as
believers, by the Holy Spirit, to will and to do His good pleasure. It is the
Father that prunes the branch so it will produce greater fruit. Diligence is a
response from the believer’s heart, not the head (natural mind). Diligence is
an act of humility, submission and obedience in direct response to the word of
life. It is the word of life that indwells a believer and it is the word that
proceeds from God to perform that which He has sent it forth to do.
Romans 8: 12-14(KJV)
12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live after the
flesh. 13 For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the
Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live. 14 For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
John 15: 1-5(KJV)
1 I am the true vine, and my Father is the husbandman. 2 Every branch
in me that beareth not fruit he taketh away: and every branch that
beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.
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3 Now ye are clean through the word which I have spoken unto you. 4
Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 5 I
am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him,
the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.
2 Peter 1: 1-16(KJV)
1 Simon Peter, a servant and an apostle of Jesus Christ, to them that
have obtained like precious faith with us through the righteousness of
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ:
2 Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of
God, and of Jesus our Lord, 3 According as his divine power hath given
unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue:
4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises:
that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption that is in the world through lust.
5 And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to
virtue knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance
patience; and to patience godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 8 For if these things be in
you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But he that
lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten
that he was purged from his old sins.
10 Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling
and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 11 For so
an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
12 Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance
of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present
truth. 13 Yea, I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to stir
you up by putting you in remembrance; 14 Knowing that shortly I must
put off this my tabernacle, even as our Lord Jesus Christ hath shewed
me. 15 Moreover I will endeavour that ye may be able after my decease
to have these things always in remembrance. 16 For we have not
followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of
his majesty.
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Faithfulness, to live by faith.
Virtue, (a virtuous course of thought, feeling and action virtue,
moral goodness any particular moral excellence, as modesty, purity)
Knowledge, (to gain understanding in the nature of God, to know God)
Temperance, self-control (the virtue of one who masters his desires
and passions, esp. his sensual appetites)
Patience, (steadfastness, constancy, endurance, the characteristic of a
Christian who is not swerved from his deliberate purpose and his loyalty
to faith and piety by even the greatest trials and sufferings)
Godliness, (reverence, respect, holiness, piety towards God, godliness)
Brotherly kindness, (the love which Christians cherish for each other
as brethren)
Love, (brotherly love, affection, good will, love, benevolence)

No amount of talent or giftedness can replace these characteristics. Paul’s
advice to Timothy in the midst of temptation and corruptions was in effect
“Silence your critics by your fruit”. Be an example to believers in purity, purity
in motives, as well as actions. Those who follow after the example of Christ in
you, will be influenced by your manner of life and not just the word you
proclaim. We must take the responsibility to live pure as He (Jesus) is pure. If
we are to live in the Spirit, then let us walk by the Spirit.
Isaiah 55: 8-12(KJV)
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so
are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.10 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven,
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring
forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater:
11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not
return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it
shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 12 For ye shall go out with
joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break
forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands.
Being a disciple of Christ comes with the responsibility to walk as He walked.
Developing the nature and character of God through the Spirit is the
responsibility and daily practice for every believer.
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Colossians 3: 1-17(KJV)
1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 2 Set your affection on
things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life
is hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear,
then shall ye also appear with him in glory.
5 Mortify therefore your members which are upon the earth; fornication,
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is idolatry: 6 For which things 'sake the wrath of
God cometh on the children of disobedience: 7 In the which ye also
walked some time, when ye lived in them.
8 But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy,
filthy communication out of your mouth. 9 Lie not one to another, seeing
that ye have put off the old man with his deeds; 10 And have put on the
new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that
created him: 11 Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor
uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all, and
in all.
12 Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering; 13
Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a
quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 14 And
above all these things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness.
15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are
called in one body; and be ye thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts
to the Lord.
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him.
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AS HE IS, SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD
The “agape” love of God is different to any other form of love that man could
possibly know or experience. God’s agape love is demonstrated to the world
in many different ways and as we read through the bible, we see powerful
accounts of this very truth. It was the agape love of God that compelled Jesus
to come and give His life for a fallen, undeserving people. That same agape
love was demonstrated by the way the Jesus walked on the Earth and in His
obedience unto death, even the death of the cross to fulfil the will of God.
Philippians 2: 5-8(KJV)
5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:6 Who, being
in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God: 7 But
made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men: 8 And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross.
John 15: 7-10(KJV)
7 If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye
will, and it shall be done unto you. 8 Herein is my Father glorified, that
ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. 9 As the Father hath
loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love. 10 If ye keep my
commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my
Father's commandments, and abide in his love.
Ephesians 1: 1-14(KJV)
1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which
are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: 2 Grace be to you,
and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:4
According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love: 5
Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
himself, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6 To the praise of the
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace;
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8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; 9
Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: 10 That in the
dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even
in him: 11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things
after the counsel of his own will: 12 That we should be to the praise of
his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were
sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 14 Which is the earnest of our
inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the
praise of his glory.
1 John 3: 1-24(KJV)
1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that
we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us
not, because it knew him not. 2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. 3 And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure.
4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law. 5 And ye know that he was manifested to take
away our sins; and in him is no sin. 6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth
not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.
7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is
righteous, even as he is righteous. 8 He that committeth sin is of the
devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son
of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil. 9
Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth
in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.
10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil:
whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth
not his brother. 11 For this is the message that ye heard from the
beginning, that we should love one another.
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12 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And
wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his
brother's righteous.
13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 14 We know that we
have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that
loveth not his brother abideth in death. 15 Whosoever hateth his brother
is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in
him.
16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life
for us:and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 17 But whoso
hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up
his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in
him?
18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in
deed and in truth. 19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and
shall assure our hearts before him. 20 For if our heart condemn us, God
is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart
condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 22 And
whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his
commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight. 23
And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of
his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us
commandment.
24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in
him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he
hath given us.
1 John 4: 1-21(KJV)
1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world. 2
Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: 3 And every spirit that
confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and
this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come;
and even now already is it in the world.
4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because
greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world. 5 They are of the
world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.
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6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God
heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.
7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 8 He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love.
9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God
sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through
him. 10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and
sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so
loved us, we ought also to love one another.
12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God
dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. 13 Hereby know we that
we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit. 14
And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the
Saviour of the world. 15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son
of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God. 16 And we have known and
believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth
in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.
17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the
day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is
no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath
torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love. 19 We love him,
because he first loved us.
20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he
that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God
whom he hath not seen? 21 And this commandment have we from him,
That he who loveth God love his brother also.
1 John 5: 1-21(KJV)
1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and
every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of
him. 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love
God, and keep his commandments. 3 For this is the love of God, that
we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.
4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 5 Who is he that
overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of
God?
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6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by
water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth
witness, because the Spirit is truth. 7 For there are three that bear
record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these
three are one. 8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the
Spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.
9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this
is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son. 10 He that
believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that
believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the
record that God gave of his Son. 11 And this is the record, that God
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 He that hath
the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life. 13
These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the
Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of God.
14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any
thing according to his will, he heareth us: 15 And if we know that he
hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we
desired of him.
16 If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall
ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is
a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it. 17 All
unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.
18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is
begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.
19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in
wickedness.
20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and
eternal life.
21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
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Matthew 12: 31-34(KJV)
31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be
forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not
be forgiven unto men. 32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the
Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against
the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither
in the world to come. 33 Either make the tree good, and his fruit good;
or else make the tree corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known
by his fruit. 34 O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak
good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh.
1 Corinthians 13: 1-13(KJV)
1 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. 2 And
though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all
knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 3 And though I bestow all
my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and
have not charity, it profiteth me nothing.
4 Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth
not itself, is not puffed up, 5 Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh
not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; 6 Rejoiceth not in
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 7 Beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
8 Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail;
whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be
knowledge, it shall vanish away. 9 For we know in part, and we
prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that
which is in part shall be done away.
11 When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I
thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.
12 For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I
know in part; but then shall I know even as also I am known.
13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of
these is charity.
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